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Thus the issue is one of life or death for the Soviet State, for
the peoples of the U.S.S.R.; the issue is whether the peoples of
the Soviet Union shall remain free or fall into slavery.

The aim of this national war in defence of our country against
the Fascist oppressors is not only the elimination of the danger
hanging over our country, but also to aid all European peoples
groaning under the yoke of German Fascism.
In this war of liberation we shall not be alone. In this great
war we shall have loyal allies in the peoples of Europe and
America, including the German people enslaved by the Hitlerite
despots. Our war for the freedom of our country will merge
with the struggle of the peoples of Europe and America for their
independence, for democratic liberties. It will be a united front
of peoples standing for freedom against enslavement and threats
of enslavement by Hitler's Fascist armies.
STALIN, July 1941.
Hitlerite Germany's treacherous attack on the peaceful Soviet
Union in face of the Non-Aggression Pact between the two
countries, confirmed by Hitler's "own" repeated solemn declara-
tions, has furnished the world with fresh and striking evidence
that no country, whatever its policy, can feel secure so long as
Nazism and Hitlerism exist. No agreements or treaties, no
undertaking signed by Hitler and his henchmen, no promises or
assurances on their part, no declarations of neutrality, no relations
with them whatsoever can provide a guarantee against a sudden
unprovoked attack.
In his diabolical plans for attacking other countries in order to
fulfil his dream of world domination, Hitler has always been ruled
by the principle " divide and attack!" He uses the most insidious
means to prevent his intended victims from organising common
resistance, taking special pains to avoid war on two fronts against
the most powerful European States. His strategy is to mark
down his victims and strike at them one by one, in the order
prompted by circumstances.
He intended first to deal with the Western States so as to be
free afterwards to fall upon the Soviet Union. This did not quite